Minutes of the General Meeting of the British Comparative Literature Association held on the 6 July 2010 at the ‘Archive’ conference at the University of Kent
Present   (Executive Committee) Dame Gillian Beer (President), Ms Penny Brown (Honorary Secretary), Dr Margaret Anne Clarke, Professor Peter France, Dr Glyn Hambrook, Professor Duncan Large, Dr Robin Mackenzie, Dr Elinor Shaffer, Professor Marina Warner (President Elect), Dr Shane Weller.

(BCLA members) Sanja Bahun, Agustín Coletes-Blanco, Marion Delvai, Richard Hibbitt, Ben Hutchinson, Fusako Innami, Alicia Kent, Caitriona Leahy, Claire Lynch, Irina Marchesini, Mattia Marino, Sebastian Matzer, Elaine Morley, Duncan Selkeld, Simon Ward.
1.   Apologies   (Executive Committee) Professor Jean Boase-Beier, Dr Lucia Boldrini, Professor Rachel Falconer, Ms Dorota Goluch (graduate representative), Dr Karin Littau, Dr Maike Oergel, Dr Karen Seago, Professor Robert Weninger, Ms Asia Zgadzaj (graduate representative).

2. Minutes of the last General Meeting ( 3 July 2007)  The Minutes were approved as a correct record of the meeting. 

3. Matters arising  Under item 4, the venue for the 2010 ICLA conference (‘Expanding the Frontiers of Comparative Literature’, 15-21 August 2010) was subsequently changed to Daegu, Korea.
4.   President’s statement   Dame Gillian Beer announced that she would now be standing down after two terms in office, and that the election of Professor Marina Warner as her successor as President would be recommended to the meeting under item 13 of the agenda.  

5. BCLA Constitution  (copies tabled) The President introduced this item and hoped that members had taken the time to read through the new Constitution that had been discussed by the Executive Committee and was now being offered for approval by the membership. She thanked the Honorary Secretary for the work involved in drafting the new Constitution and comments were invited. Dr Shaffer suggested that a sentence should be added at the end of the Constitution confirming that this version revised and updated the original Constitution, and that, under paragraph 32, it should be added that three months’ notice of a General Meeting should be given in the event of a motion to dissolve the Association, with six weeks’ grace to lodge an objection after receipt of the notice. These additions were approved by the meeting.  The draft of the Constitution was then approved.
6.   Secretary’s report   Mrs Brown reported that since the last triennial conference at Goldsmiths College, University of London in 2007, the following workshops, conferences, and other activities had been held:

(i) ‘Xenographies’, a joint conference with the Sociedad Espanola de Literatura General y Comparada at the University of Wolverhampton in 2009.
(ii) ‘The 1790s’, a co-sponsored conference at the University of Nottingham in 2009.

(iii) ‘Intermedia’, a BCLA graduate conference, co-sponsored by CRASSH at the University of Cambridge in 2009.

(iv) ‘World Literature’, a graduate workshop held at the University of Manchester in 2009.

(v) Annual Graduate Receptions at the IGRS in London.

(vi) The first Malcolm Bowie Memorial Lecture (January 2008) at the IGRS in London. The speaker was Professor Susan Bassnett (University of Warwick). The second Memorial Lecture was held at University College, London in January 2010 (speaker, A.S. Byatt). Both lectures, which were followed by a Reception, had been extremely well attended, with numbers in the region of 80-100. The next Memorial Lecture would take place in 2012.

Future plans were announced under item 11 below.

7.   Treasurer’s report  

(i) Dr Mackenzie tabled a full report at the meeting. This is available to BCLA members on request. Please contact the Treasurer (email on website). 

(ii)        Membership currently stood at 170, of whom 54 pay reduced rate subscriptions. This would be increased by members joining at the ‘Archive’ conference.
(iii) The Treasurer proposed to hold membership fees at their current level (full =£35 p.a., reduced = £25 p.a.) for the next three years. This was a difficult decision because the current rates did not in fact cover the per capita costs (payment to EUP for the production and distribution of Comparative Critical Studies and the annual subvention to the ICLA), but it was hoped that the shortfall would be made good by the royalties received from EUP. It seemed likely, however, that membership fees would have to rise in 2013.

Dr Mackenzie was thanked warmly for all his diligent work as Treasurer.

8. Comparative Critical Studies (report tabled on behalf of the General Editor, Professor Weninger, who was unable to attend the meeting because of examinations duties.)   

(ii) It was announced that Dr Rosa Mucignat (King’s College, London) would be taking over from Dr Andrea Brady as Book Review Editor. Dr Brady was thanked for her many years of superb work in this role.

(iii) Publication of issues was running smoothly and the forthcoming issue, ‘Legacies’ (CCS 7:2-3), containing essays on leading comparatists who have died in the last twenty years, was due out in the autumn.  CCS 8:1 (2011) was an open submission issue, CCS 8:2-3  a selection of articles from the ‘Archive’ conference, CCS 2012 a themed issue on ‘Xenographies and ‘Fin-de-siècle Cosmopolitanism’. 
(iv) BCLA members were encouraged to submit articles to CCS for consideration.

(iv)  Professor Weninger would be standing down as Editor in 2012, and discussions were underway to secure his successor(s). The meeting extended its warmest appreciation to Professor Weninger for the immense amount of excellent work he had contributed to the development of Comparative Critical Studies and the planning of future issues up to 2012.

9.   Legenda monographs in Comparative Literature   Dr Shaffer reported, on behalf of the Publications Committee, that the twentieth volume in the series, Patricia Silva McNeill’s Yeats and Pessoa. Parallel Poetic Styles had just been published.  A launch celebrating the series had taken place on 8 June at the IGRS. Volumes by Shun-Liang Chao, Giles Whiteley, Emily Finer had also recently been published and volumes by Sibylle Erle and Phoebe Van Held would be published later in the year. A full list of publications could be found on the Legenda website and the BCLA website. Also forthcoming was Joep Leerssen’s history of comparative literature, which was being revised to include a history of the BCLA.  Dr Shaffer added that the Publications Committee currently consisted of herself, Dr Duncan Large and Dr Stephen Bann and reminded the meeting that they would welcome the submission of theses for consideration for publication in the series. 
10.  John Dryden Translation Prize  The prize-giving for the winners of the 2010 competition would take place this evening after dinner and members were urged to support the event. The winners, Edward Gauvin (First Prize), Lawrence Lerner (Second Prize) and Antoinette Fawcett (Third Prize) would read excerpts from their work. 
11.   Workshop conferences   Future plans included a co-sponsored conference with Roehampton University (‘Hybrids, Monsters, Aliens and Other Creatures in Twentieth and Twenty-First Century Writing’) to be held at the IGRS in London on 9-11 September 2010, a translation workshop in 2011 at the University of Portsmouth (details to be announced), and a co-sponsored conference with the University of Leeds on ‘Fin-de-siècle Cosmopolitanism’ at the University of Leeds on 4 July 2011.  A  BCLA graduate conference, (‘Comparative Spaces Beyond the West’) would be taking place on 13 November 2010 at University College, London and the annual BCLA graduate Reception at the IGRS in London in mid-October 2010.

There would also be a workshop in honour of the retiring President, Dame Gillan Beer, in the autumn of 2011 (details to be announced). Members were invited to continue to check the BCLA website for further information on all these events. 
Offers to host workshops or the next triennial conference (2013) would be most welcome, and should be communicated to the Secretary.  Two tentative offers to host the next triennial conference were received on behalf of the Universities of Essex and Wolverhampton, and discussions on these would be actively pursued by the Executive Committee.
12. Réseau Européen d’Etudes Littéraires Comparées / European Network for Comparative Literary Studies  Two papers were tabled on behalf of Dr Boldrini. The first outlined the work of the Network and BCLA members were urged to take advantage of the free membership (to register, go to www.eurolit.net, www.eurolit.org, www.reelc.net, www.encls.net). The second announced the forthcoming biennial Congress, ‘Literary Dislocations’, to be held in Skopje-Ohrid, Republic of Macedonia, on September 1-3, 2011. The deadline for proposals for papers was 15 October 2010.  The last conference, held in Vilnius in 2009, had been a great success.
13.   Election of Officers and Executive Committee members 2010-2013  
(i) The Executive Committee recommended the appointment of Professor Marina Warner as the next President of the BCLA to the meeting and this was welcomed enthusiastically. Mrs Brown thanked Dame Gillian Beer, on behalf of the Executive Committee and the membership, for all her work in two terms of office as President, saying that she had been a wonderfully hands-on and committed President in the most loyal, supportive and constructive way. She had been exceptionally generous with her time and energies in participating in BCLA events over six years and more and in promoting the BCLA’s activities in many different fora.  The meeting indicated their warm approval of this tribute.
(ii) The Treasurer (Dr Robin Mackenzie), the Honorary Secretary (Mrs Penny Brown) and the Web Manager (Dr Margaret Anne Clarke) had indicated their willingness to serve another term in office.

(iii) Three members of the Executive Committee had indicated their intention to stand down: Dr Peter Davies and Dr Rachel Falconer had served for a number of years and Professor Peter France had served for twenty years, including two terms as President from 1992-1998. All were enthusiastically thanked for their contribution to the Association. 

(iv) The Executive Committee presented three nominations for the vacant positions on the Committee: Dr Richard Hibbitt (Leeds), Dr Matthew Reynolds (St Annes, Oxford) and Dr Wen-chin Ouyang (School of Oriental and African Studies). These were approved by the meeting.

(v) The two postgraduate representatives who had recently finished their terms of office, Ben Etherington and Mi Zhou (both Cambridge) had been replaced by Asia Zgadzaj (Southampton) and Dorota Goluch (University College, London).  The former were thanked for their energetic contributions to the Association and the new representatives were formally welcomed. [NOTE Asia Zgadzaj has since given notice that she is unable to continue in the post.] 
(vi) All other members of the Executive Committee were willing to continue serving, and the meeting was reminded that other members may be co-opted to the Executive Committee as appropriate. Nominations should be communicated to the Secretary.
14.  Any Other Business
The President and Executive Committee wished to formally thank Dr Shane Weller and Dr Ben Hutchinson and their helpers for the excellent organization of the ‘Archive’ conference. It was agreed that it had been a most stimulating and enjoyable event. The meeting warmly concurred in thanking the organizers.
15.  Date and venue of next meeting   The next General Meeting would take place at the 2013 conference.

Penny Brown

Honorary Secretary
